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1. Introduction

The codes and guidelines outlined in this Code of Ethics apply to all members of Abbeyleix Tennis
Club, junior and senior, and extends to all those involved within the club i.e. coaches, volunteers,
parents, officials, administrators. All are required to adhere to this code.

The basis for this code is the Tennis Irelands Code of ethics as compiled by Roger Geraghty their
National Children’s Officer.

2. Policy Statement

Abbeyleix Tennis Club is fully committed to safeguarding the well being of its Members. Every
individual in the organization should, at all times, show respect and understanding for their rights,
safety and welfare, and conduct themselves in a way that reflects the principles of the club and the
Code of Ethics.

 Who should you contact with questions?

Club Chairperson:
At the recent AGM (21st March 2013) Sinead Gorman was elected as Chairperson of Abbeyleix
Tennis Club for 2013. Please contact Sinead with any queries or concerns in relation to this Code
of Ethics on 086 3822639.

 Abbeyleix Tennis Clubs Children’s Officers for 2013 are:

Ms. Gemma Ogilvie 087 6752050
Ms. Claire McCormack 087 7832573
Mr. Garry Luttrell 087 6420941

The Club Chairperson or any Children’s Officer may be contacted in relation to this code of ethics.

Any item such as overnight away trips, Competitive Junior Tour tennis etc. are not specifically
covered in Abbeyleix Tennis Clubs code of Ethics, but will be subject to Tennis Irelands’ more
comprehensive manual.

Role & responsibility of Children’s Officer

It has been agreed at AGM that Abbeyleix tennis Club appoint a Male & female Children’s
officer(s).

Appointed officers are responsible for ensuring:
 To the best of their ability that all Members adhere to the Code of ethics
 Code of ethics are updated for changing legislation etc.
 That all committee members are aware of the contents of Code of Ethics & know their

responsibilities



Master Version 2.0 – Effective 1 June 2013 – This is a controlled document for Abbeyleix Tennis Club

 Those proper procedures are followed at all times & any breaches are brought to attention
of Committee

 That where possible all coaches/volunteers have signed a declaration form
 That procedures for reporting & dealing with possible cases of breaches is displayed in

clubhouse
 That contact numbers of relevant bodies are displayed in clubhouse
 That proper records are kept in relation to breaches

3. Principles of Membership of Abbeyleix Tennis Club

We have a lot to gain from sport. Our natural sense of fun and spontaneity can blossom in positive
sporting environments. Sport provides an excellent opportunity to learn new skills, become more
confident and maximize their own unique potential.

These benefits will increase through a positive and supportive sporting atmosphere.

 Integrity in Relationships
All member interaction should consider the importance Abbeyleix Tennis club places on the code
of Ethics. Members should ensure that all are treated with integrity and respect. All adult actions in
sport should be guided by what is best for the child and carried out in the context of respectful and
open relationships. Verbal, physical, emotional or sexual abuse of any kind by a member or threat
of such abuse is totally unacceptable within sport, as in society in general.

Please contact the Chairperson or any committee member to discuss concerns.

If a problem cannot be resolved, you should review the Code of Conduct document which details
the Complaints, Grievances and Disciplinary Process (in addition to Objections). This is a separate
but complimentary document, which sets out to deal with and explain the following (note not an
exhaustive list)

When and how a complaint, grievance or disciplinary issue is raised.
What is the process for handling the above including possible sanctions.
Who will be involved in the investigation / decision / ruling/ appeal.

 A Fair Club for All
All sport should be conducted in an atmosphere of fair play. Ireland has adopted and is committed
to the European Code of Sports Ethics, which defines fair play as: much more than playing within
the rules. It incorporates the concepts of friendships, respect for others and always playing within
the right spirit. Fair play is defined by a way of thinking, not just as a way of behaving. It
incorporates issues concerned with the elimination of cheating, gamesmanship, doping, violence
(both physical and verbal), exploitation, unequal opportunities, excessive commercialization and
corruption. The principles of fair play should always be emphasized, and organizers should give
clear guidelines regarding acceptable standards of behaviour.
The importance of participation for each child, best effort and enjoyment rather than winning
should be stressed. Children should be encouraged to win in an open and fair way. Behaviour,
which constitutes cheating in any form, for example, calling balls on the line out, should be
discouraged.
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 Quality Atmosphere and Ethos
Children’s sport should be conducted in a safe, positive and encouraging atmosphere. Standards of
behaviour for leaders and children in the sport and the organisation should be as important as the
standards these organizations set for sports performance. Standards of excellence should extend to
personal conduct.

 Competition
A child centred ethos will help to ensure that competition and specialization are kept in their
appropriate place. A balanced approach to competition can make a significant contribution to
children’s development while at the same time providing fun, enjoyment and satisfaction. Through
such competition children learn respect for opponents, officials and rules of the sport.

Too often competitive demands are placed on children too early, which results in excessive levels
of pressure on them. This is one of a number of factors, which contribute to high levels of dropout
from sport. It should always be kept in mind that the welfare of children comes first and
competitive standards come second. While under-8 is a very different age group to under-18 the
same general principle should apply.

 Equality
All members should be valued and treated in an equitable and fair manner regardless of ability,
age, sex, religion, social and ethnic background or political persuasion. Members, irrespective of
ability or disability should be involved in sports activities in an integrated and inclusive way,
whenever possible, thus allowing them to participate to their potential alongside other members.
We strive to treat all players fairly within the context of their sporting activities, regardless of
gender, race, place of origin, athletic potential, colour, sexual orientation, religion, political beliefs,
socio-economic status, and any other condition.

4. Code for Players, Spectators, & Sports Leaders

 A Tennis Player will:

Play by the rules of the game
Abide by the rules set down by team managers when traveling to away events.
Behave in a manner that avoids bringing the game of tennis into disrepute.
Respect officials and accept their decisions.
Respect opponents and always shake hands at the end of a match.
Use his/her best efforts in competitive matches.
Refrain from the use of audible & visual obscenity
Refrain from ball/ racquet abuse
Refrain from the use of coaching during competition
Never use unfair or bullying tactics to gain advantage on or off the court.
Never use bullying tactics to isolate another player.
Never pass on gossip about another player or adult.
Never make false allegations against other players or adults.
Win with grace and lose with dignity.
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 Our Junior & Juvenile Players are entitled to:

Be treated with dignity and respect.
Be safe and to feel safe.
Get help against bullies.
Say NO.
Be listened to.
Be believed.
Protect their bodies.
Refuse inappropriate touches.

 A Tennis Spectator will:

Be on their best behaviour and lead by example.
Applaud good play by visiting players as well as their own.
Remember that young players are not miniature adults.
Show respect for the opponent of the player that they are supporting.
Encourage young players to play by the rules of the game.

 A Sports leader will:

A Sports leader is any adult involved in Club Activities, especially with Children activities and
includes Coaches, Administrators, Officials and Volunteers & Parents. They must ensure that
attendance records are kept of all recognised training sessions and social activities with the
attendance of each participant noted appropriately. An incident form must be used to record any
accidents, injuries or unusual incidents.

 Communication
Treat all players with respect at all times. Be honest and consistent with them.
Honour all promises and commitments, both verbal and written.
Display high standards of personal behaviour and appearance and respect all facilities and
equipment.
Provide feedback to players and other participants in a caring manner sensitive to their needs.
Encourage and facilitate players independence and responsibility for their own behaviour,
performance, decisions and actions.
Involve the players in decisions that affect them.
Encourage a climate of mutual support among your players.
Never ask anyone to keep secrets of any kind.
Actively discourage the use of performance- enhancing drugs, the use of alcohol and tobacco and
any illegal substance.

 Training / Coaching
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Avoid overly negative feedback.
At all times use appropriate training methods, which in the long term will benefit the players, and
avoid those, which could be harmful.
Ensure that the tasks/training set are suitable for the age, experience, ability and physical and
psychological conditions of the players.
Recognise individual differences in players and always think of players long-term best interests.
Set challenges for each player which are both achievable and motivating.
At all times act as a role model that promotes the positive aspects of sport and of tennis by
maintaining the highest standards of personal conduct and projecting a favourable image of tennis
and of coaching at all times.
Do not exploit any coaching relationship to further personal, political, or business interests at the
expense of the best interest of your players.

 Competition
Recognize player’s right to consult with other coaches and advisers.
Encourage players to respect one another and to expect respect for their worth as individuals
regardless of their level of play.
Respect the fact that your goal as a coach for the players may not always be the same as that of the
student
Encourage players and other coaches to develop and maintain integrity in their relationships with
others.
Accept and respect the role of officials in ensuring that competitions are conducted fairly and
according to established rules.
Know and abide by tennis rules, regulations and standards, and encourage students to do likewise.
Accept both the letter and the spirit of rules.
Ensure that car insurance is appropriate for transporting young people to and from events if
necessary. Please note, normal car insurance may not be sufficient.

5. What to do if a problem arises

 Contact the Chairperson, one of the Children’s Officers to discuss concerns.

If a problem cannot be resolved, you should review the Code of Conduct document which details
the Complaints, Grievances and Disciplinary Process in addition to Objections. This is a separate
but complimentary document, which sets out to deal with and explain the following (note not an
exhaustive list)

When and how a complaint, grievance or disciplinary issue is raised.
What is the process for handling the above including possible sanctions.
Who will be involved in the investigation / decision / ruling/ appeal
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6. Guidelines for Recording of Club Events, Club Website & Email
usage

1) Amateur photographers/film/video operators wishing to record an event or practice session
should seek accreditation with the event organiser or leader of the practice session and have
justifiable reason for wanting to video / photograph children.

2) During competitions or practice sessions, children must not be photographed or filmed without
their permission and the expressed permission of one of their parents or person acting for the
parent. A record should be kept of any permission granted.

3) Professional photographers/film/video operators wishing to record an event or practice
session should seek accreditation with the event organiser by producing their professional
identification for the details to be recorded and have justifiable reason for wanting to video /
photograph children
A record should be kept of accreditation.

4) On no account should children be photographed or filmed without their permission and the
permission of their parents. This is expressly forbidden.

5) Video equipment can be used as a legitimate coaching aid. However, permission should first be
obtained from the player and the player’s parent/carer.

6) Abbeyleix Tennis Club Junior & Juvenile committees may use photographs i.e. Competition
finalists, distant group photographs etc. as a means of advertisements in local papers.
Parents/Carers not wishing to have their children included should notify the committee in advance.

7) The Abbeyleix Tennis Club website and email is primarily for tennis updates to members and
connected parties. Therefore every member / person using these facilities must ensure they refrain
from expressing objectionable views or comments or using objectionable language either on the
website or via email.  Operating the internet email in a fashion that is contrary to Abbeyleix Tennis
Club Code of Ethics is not permitted and would be considered unacceptable usage. Transmitting or
receiving emails of a pornographic nature is expressly forbidden.

7. Guidelines for travelling to matches for officials

 Before you travel

You are given a position of trust by parents and players and are therefore expected to show the
highest standards of behaviour whilst in the company of your charges.
Permission of parents/guardians must be obtained for all trips.
To become acquainted with team members as soon as possible after selection. This should mean
ensuring that all players are fit and properly prepared to play in the event
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To ensure that the team members are acquainted with travel arrangements. To ensure they arrive at
the point of departure if traveling and at the venue, if at home, in good time to prepare properly for
the match.
To arrange all practice sessions prior to and during the event.
To ensure that all actions at the event are in the interest of the team achieving the best results.
To insist upon the best possible behaviour from the players at all times and to make sure that
nothing happens to bring Irish tennis into disrepute.

 While away from the club

The drinking of alcohol by any player under 18 years of age is not permitted and officials are
instructed to enforce this rule. This applies to all players under 18 whether playing in senior or
under age events.
Officials should ensure that those in their charge are aware of the illegality of prescribed drugs or
other banned performance enhancing substances, and are educated in the rules of the sport and in
the avoidance of alcohol and tobacco. The latter two are incompatible with the sporting
experience.
Whilst children are present, consumption of alcohol and tobacco should be avoided. Where the
event is a social one with children present, consumption should be moderate.
Officials/Managers/Coaches should not be alone in their car with lone participants.  If this is
unavoidable the reason why must be explained to parents and the child.  Details of the journey,
duration etc. should be passed n to the parents/children.

 When you get back

To submit a report (including photos, providing they satisfy the terms outlined in Section 6 above)
to Abbeyleix Tennis Club Public Relations Officer (Fiona Bonham/ 2013) within one week of the
event.

8. Abbeyleix Tennis Club, recruitment policy for volunteers & Sports
Leaders: Child Protection

 Sports Leader
All adults involved in children’s sport including, coaches, volunteers, administrators, officials and
parents / guardian.

Abbeyleix Tennis Club will take reasonable steps to ensure that suitable people work with young
players. Procedures will be adopted for all persons with substantial access to young people.

There will be a sign-up procedure, whereby the newly recruited volunteer, agrees to abide by the
Abbeyleix Tennis Club Code of Ethics and to the principles and Code of Conduct.

All adults taking responsibility for children in sport should undergo a recruitment process and
adults taking on a temporary coaching role should be aware of the Abbeyleix Tennis Club
guidelines for coaches, & have signed the relevant form.
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Potential sports leaders must complete a declaration form.   Referees put forward may be asked to
fill in a standard questionnaire regarding the applicant.

A decision to appoint a Sports Leader is the responsibility of the Club or organisation and not of
any one individual within it. The club committee must ratify all recommendations for
appointment. Sports Leaders will be managed and supported.

Note: Each Tennis Club affiliated to Tennis Ireland is obliged to have clear procedures for
responding to reports or concerns relating to the welfare and safety of children. All involved
adults, children and parents/guardians should be aware of how to report, and to whom concerns
must be reported, within the club/organisation. Copies of the Statutory Authority guidelines are
available & copies are held at the Tennis Ireland Office. Everyone involved in child protection
matters must be aware of their responsibility to work in co-operation with the statutory child
protection authorities.


