Tennis still thriving in Abbeyleix 99 years on 
Abbeyleix Tennis club recently completed a revamp of its club grounds with the replacement of wind breakers on the perimeter of its four Astroturf courts in Fr Breen Park Abbeyleix. Set in the 13 acre Park under a long term lease from the de Vesci family dating back to the 1920’s, the tennis club share the park and the newly extended clubhouse with the other sports organizations in Abbeyleix. With over 200 tennis Club members ranging from 6 to over 60, it is truly a family club with a welcoming atmosphere. Success came on and off the field in 2008, with club teams and members winning Midland league, Laois league, Delaney Cup, Carlow Open and various Inter firms, a very successful Open week, and many individual honours, as well as completing the refurbishment of their newly extended clubhouse with a veranda overlooking the courts, and replacement and upgrading of the floodlighting on Court 3 & 4. It also put in place a club website.
With an investment in the club facilities in 2008 approaching €50,000, it was a natural follow on to replace the original club surrounds with a more modern look, one that increased security, safety and is more appealing for both players & onlookers. The club were delighted when approached by Michael & Maureen Killeen, both long standing club members and very successful players who represented the club at the highest level, to sponsor the windbreakers under the Laois Hire logo. No sooner had a generous sponsorship deal been agreed than Michael Killeen Jnr & Darren Hutchinson of Laois Hire were in contact with club Chairperson Emily McDonald and Club Development to iron out details. With Darren & Michael Jnr (who now running the Laois Hire business), on board and offering full support, the installation was completed in conjunction with the Club Grounds committee. So successful was the job and its visual impact that at least two new members are expected in 2009.

The club is now looking to another successful year in 2009, whereas in the past March or April saw the traditional start up, now it’s a pretty much a year round sport, with Monday, Wednesday & Friday (teenagers)  night tennis now in full swing. The club Awards night in on Friday night 6th February in the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel, Clubs AGM on Thursday 19th February. Competitions will soon commence with a spring league in February and a Business Houses league in March. From there it will be club competitions, Leinster provincial, Laois league and Midland league. The Primary School programme will commence in May and run throughout the summer, where attendances reach up to 100.

A further reason to have the club grounds in top shape is that 2009 will be a very special year in the Clubs history as ait will celebrate its Centenary year and already plans are well in place to celebrate it. For full details on Abbeyleix tennis club, visit our website at www.abbeyleixtennis.com 
